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California Department of Education 
March 2021 

Expanded Learning Opportunities Grant Plan 

Local Educational Agency (LEA) Name Contact Name and Title Email and Phone 

River Montessori Charter School Kelly Griffith Mannion, M.Ed. 
kmannion@rivermontessoricharter
.org              
707.778.6414 

The following is the local educational agency’s (LEA’s) plan for providing supplemental instruction and support to students, including 
those identified as needing academic, social-emotional, and other supports, including the provision of meals and snacks. The plan will 
explain how the LEA will use the funds it receives through the Expanded Learning Opportunities (ELO) Grant to implement a learning 
recovery program for at least the students included in one or more of the following groups: low-income students, English learners, foster 
youth, homeless students, students with disabilities, students at risk of abuse, neglect, or exploitation, disengaged students, and 
students who are below grade level, including, but not limited to, those who did not enroll in kindergarten in the 2020–21 school year, 
credit-deficient students, high school students at risk of not graduating, and other students identified by certificated staff. 
For specific requirements please refer to the Expanded Learning Opportunities Grant Plan Instructions. 

Plan Descriptions 
A description of how parents, teachers, and school staff were involved in the development of the plan. 

RMCS intentionally and continuously seeks stakeholder input in order to partner and serve scholars in their developmental growth and 
learning.  Students, families, faculty, specialists, support staff, administration and finance personnel, and Board Members, completed 
quarterly surveys and participated in Partnership Meetings, Community Meetings, Grade Level Meetings, Small Group, and Individual 
meetings contributing to a thorough and mutual understanding of how individual students are faring, as well as to ensure awareness, 
consideration, and targeted, collaborative planning for specific groups such as low-income students, multilingual students (English 
learners), foster youth, homeless students, students with disabilities, students at risk of abuse, neglect, or exploitation, disengaged 
students, and students below grade level.  Community partnerships and existing health alliances and collaborations assisted with 
further knowledge of larger community needs and supports, and options for RMCS families.  Individual parent meetings and 
presentations enabled RMCS to listen to the concerns of families who did not enroll in Kindergarten during the pandemic year or the 
upcoming year.  This qualitative and quantitative data resulted in a well-considered, collectively built plan to identify which of the seven 
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supplemental instruction and support strategies befit the needs of RMCS students and support scholars in their learning, mental health, 
and personal wellness/readiness for academic growth. 

A description of how students will be identified and the needs of students will be assessed.   

In order to determine success and potential need for support in all areas of child development and to address barriers to learning, such 
as the provision of health, counseling, or mental health services, access to school meal programs, before and after school programs, or 
program to address student trauma and social emotional learning, or referrals for support for family or student needs, RMCS scholars 
are assessed with multiple formal/informal, diagnostic, and formative assessments. In-take, mid-year, and end-of-year assessments 
combined with observations and individual work with teachers and support staff provide insight regarding baselines and progress on an 
individual or group level.  The RMCS Student Support Team met with and works with scholars, teachers, and families to gauge 
individual students and groups who were/are struggling with access, attendance, social-emotional, physical, cognitive, academic or 
personal progress. The Student Support Team will continue to collect, reflect, and utilize this data with students and families in order to 
understand which comprehensive supports are best-suited for individual student growth.   

A description of how parents and guardians of students will be informed of the opportunities for supplemental instruction and support. 

Families, parents, and guardians are informed of opportunities for supplemental instruction and support via weekly communication from 
RMCS and teachers via email, newsletters, website, and telephone calls, translated for families in primary languages.  Families, 
parents, and guardians of absent, disengaged, or struggling students are contacted individually by teachers and Student Support Staff 
to convene and partner for tailored, personalized, and specialized support in academics, social-emotional development, 
physical/nutrition needs, mental health and personal wellness.  
 
RMCS provides a breakfast program, despite not being funded for such.  Additionally, RMCS, RMCS families, and community partners 
work together to donate and provide a weekly food pantry for students and families experiencing food insecurity.   

A description of the LEA’s plan to provide supplemental instruction and support.  

As a tuition-free, fully-public Montessori school, RMCS will provide supplemental instruction and support with a tiered framework to 
meet universal, targeted, and intensive supports for academic, social-emotional, physical, and other integrated student needs and 
development.  Inherently positive and engaging, Montessori offers a developmental, hands-on, project based, collaborative and social 
experience in the classroom and learning environments, ensuring interest, passion, engagement, and student-led, teacher-facilitated 
learning. This educational pedagogy and structure manifests in a generally joyful, inspired, and collaborative classroom of students, 
teachers, and assistants. 
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Services and supports for students with disabilities are delivered in accordance with an applicable individualized education program, 
established by the IEP team.  
Accelerating progress to close learning gaps through the implementation, expansion, and enhancement of learning supports including 
but not limited to support staff working with individual scholars in language and math with evidence-based, measured, targeted didactic 
and computer-based programs.  
 
Integrating student supports to address other barriers to learning including but not limited to nutritional support through the breakfast 
program and food pantry, social-emotional development, mindfulness training, mental health/trauma coaching and counseling, and 
increased specialized services.  
 
Additional academic services for students includes tutors/specialists to work with students to increase practice time, success, and 
individual academic progress and growth.     
 
Training for school staff on strategies to engage students and families in addressing students’ social-emotional health and academic 
needs includes but is not limited to professional development in Reading Support, Mindfulness/Meditation, Trauma-Informed Practices, 
Mental Health, as well as Equity and Racial Healing.  

 

Expenditure Plan 
The following table provides the LEA’s expenditure plan for how it will use ELO Grant funds to support the supplemental instruction and 
support strategies being implemented by the LEA. 

Supplemental Instruction and Support Strategies Planned Expenditures Actual Expenditures 
Extending instructional learning time [$ 0.00] [Actual expenditures will be 

provided when available] 
Accelerating progress to close learning gaps through the implementation, 
expansion, or enhancement of learning supports 

$ 30,000.00 [Actual expenditures will be 
provided when available] 
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Supplemental Instruction and Support Strategies Planned Expenditures Actual Expenditures 
Integrated student supports to address other barriers to learning $ 15,000.00 [Actual expenditures will be 

provided when available] 
Community learning hubs that provide students with access to technology, 
high-speed internet, and other academic supports 

[$ 0.00] [Actual expenditures will be 
provided when available] 

Supports for credit deficient students to complete graduation or grade 
promotion requirements and to increase or improve students’ college 
eligibility 

[$ 0.00] [Actual expenditures will be 
provided when available] 

Additional academic services for students $ 50,000.00 [Actual expenditures will be 
provided when available] 

Training for school staff on strategies to engage students and families in 
addressing students’ social-emotional health and academic needs 

$ 8,000.00 [Actual expenditures will be 
provided when available]   

Total Funds to implement the Strategies [$ 103.00] [Actual expenditures will be 
provided when available] 

A description of how ELO Grant funds are being coordinated with other federal Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
Funds received by the LEA. 

RMCS will use at least 85% of its apportionment for expenditures related to providing In-Person Learning; RMCS intends to resume full-
in-person instruction with the scheduled 2021-2022 School Calendar.  RMCS will use at least 10% of the funding that is received based 
on LCFF entitlement to hire paraprofessionals to provide supplemental instruction and support through the duration of the program, 
which will prioritize multilingual learners (English Learners) and students with disabilities. ESSR RS 3220 and RS 7420 have been 
spent.  RS 3215 will be spent in 2022/23 and RS 7388 will be spent by 2024/25 per mandate.  


