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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Dear River Families, 
 
Oh, how happy we are to be back in the swing of 
things!  The school year has launched so well with 
your children learning new things right from the very 
first minute.  Now, we observe your children well on 
their way to normalization, finding their rhythm in 
their new roles and responsibilities, receiving lessons, 
and mastering the independence and self-direction 
required in a Montessori classroom. 
 
Would you like to learn more about how this 
happens?  Are you curious as to just how a Montessori 
teacher can hang back and yet still the child develops 
inner-discipline and drive?  Do you want to know how 
you can help your child in his or her growth?  If so, 
we have a few opportunities for you! 
 
Observation 
A key experience for you to see how your child's 
Montessori classroom operates. Typically, 
observations begin in mid-September after the 
children have had the opportunity to develop their 
concentration and work ethic and are not easily 
disrupted by visitors.  Please contact your child's guide 
for a time that works for all. 
 
The Montessori Journey: A Montessori Experience 
for Parents ~ September 18th and 19th 
This illuminating workshop has been hailed as the best 
way to understand the Montessori philosophy and 
practice. A group of parents experience the 
classrooms from the ground up- TK/K up through 
Upper Elementary, taking lessons from the guides and 
interacting with the materials to see what the children  

 
 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
August 
31st    Schoola Clothing Drive (Women’s and Children’s 
Clothing and Shoes 
 

September 
1st – 4th  School Clothing Drive continued 
1st    Portraits (Upper Elementary and Lower Elementary) 
2nd   Portraits (TK/K) 
7th    Labor Day.  School closed.  River Crew closed. 
10th  River Crew Fall Camp Registration Due: 3:30 pm. 
11th  RMCS Board Meeting 1 p.m. 
12th  Touch-a-Truck 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Open to the Public! 
15th  RMF Dine and Donate at Velasco’s 
18th  Montessori Journey Part 1, 6-8 p.m.  R.S.V.P required. 
19th  Montessori Journey Part 2, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
21st  International Peace Day Celebration 
22nd Portrait Retakes 
24th  Parent/Guide Conferences  School closed.  River 
Crew Open. 
25th  Parent/Guide Conferences  School closed.  River 
Crew Open. 
28th  – 30th   Fall Break.  School closed.  River Crew camps 
available.  Registration deadline 9/10/15. 
 

October 
1st – 9th.  Fall Break Continued.  School closed.  River Crew 
camps available Monday thru Friday. 
12th  Return to School 
13th  Prospective Parent Meeting  6 p.m. 
15th  RMCS Board Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
        Board Hosted Community Forum 7 - 8 p.m. 
22nd   Cal Skate & Donate 6 – 8 p.m. 
23rd   International Family Festival  4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
30th  History’s Mysteries 
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see and experience what the children experience.  A 
favorite part is sharing in the ease and joy of learning 
with the Montessori materials~science, geography, 
and math are all fun with the materials- even algebra 
becomes simple and clear! Teachers and parents 
hanging out together is just fun as well! This event is 
not to be missed if you have any questions about 
Montessori and requires early registration as space is 
limited.  Registration forms are available in the office. 
September 18 & 19, 2015.   
 
Conferences & Classroom Events 
Be sure to take advantage of these this year!  They will 
serve you well in understanding your child and your 
child's Montessori classroom as well as partnering 
with your child's guide. There are many class activities 
over the year~ Watch Me Work is a great way during 
Montessori Education Week in February to let your 
younger child teach you lessons and for those in 
Upper Elementary, student presentations show their 
depth and expanse of learning help us all learn! 
 
We hope that you will join us for these illuminating 
community experiences! Your children's guides work 
so very hard to prepare an inspiring Montessori 
learning environment for your children and to share 
it’s success with you.  Your children are extremely 

proud of what they 
accomplish and your 
support and 
encouragement allow 
your child to access all 
that Montessori has 
to offer.   
 
The parent-school 
partnership is integral 
to your child's success 
so we hope that you 
will let us know if you 
have questions or 
concerns that will 

facilitate our mutual understanding about your 
child.  We are honored to work with your children~ 
everyone a beautiful individual!~ and to assist them in 
their education; thanks for your continued trust!  
 
Peace, peace, 
Kelly 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
UPDATE 
The latest news 
from the 
California 
Department of 
Education (CDE) 
is that last year's 
state testing 
(CAASPP) results will be shipped to schools during 
the month of September.  There has been a delay 
according to the CDE reps due to late testing and the 
time consuming nature of the handscoring. Of course, 
RMCS will distiribute results to families as soon as we 
receive them.  (By code, when school is in session, 
families must receive these reports within 20 school 
days.  If results are recieved when school is out, then 
results are distributed 20 days after school resumes.)  
 
As last year was the first year of the California 
Assessment of Student Progress and Performance 
(CAASPP) testing for the CDE and this is a first run 
of releasing CAASPP results, we look forward to the 
continued release of information from the state and of 
course, will pass it all along to you, our families.  It is 
our goal to support our Montessori students within 
the state framework and the changing information and 
systems from the state.   When questions arise, we 
invite you to let us know so we can work together in 
understanding. 
 
 
PROSPECTIVE PARENT MEETINGS  
Thank you for sharing with others the benefits of a 
Montessori Education through RMCS!  Many families 
are looking for a place for their children to love 
learning but may not realize how this is readily 
available through a public school.   As RMCS families, 
you know that the best way to understand Montessori 
is to see it in action… prospective families are 
welcome to come visit and learn about our school… 
thank you for inviting your friends and families to give 
us a call to find out more! 
 
Tell a friend to call- we are always happy to talk to 
parents!  778-6414 
 

Upcoming 2015 Meetings: 
October 13th at 6pm 

November 10th at 6pm 
 

 
“Free choic is one of the highest of all the mental processes” 

~ Maria Montessori 



Check out the new calendar page on the website.  
All school, foundation, and board events can be found 
in one convenient place! 
www.rivermontessoricharter.org/calendars.html 
 

 
PARKING 
Please remember to park 
in front of the office or 
on the street when 
visiting RMCS.  The 
spots on the east side of 
the parking lot are 
reserved for Cypress 

Primary School.  Thank you for helping us be good 
neighbors. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Parents, thanks for all of your support in building 
good habits for your child’s consistent attendance at 
school!  It will make all the difference in your child’s 
experience.  September is Attendance Awareness Month 
and we are so proud to know how hard our families 
work to ensure timely and daily attendance for their 
children!   
 
We all know that consistency is integral for children 
but sometimes life gets in our way.  Please know that 
we understand that on the odd occasion any one of us 
might find ourselves late or absent from school.  
Please also be aware of the following: 

 As Montessori school, we champion 
independence, competence, confidence, and 
collaboration.  Consistent on-time arrivals and 
attendance ensure your child can access his or 
her potential with ongoing Montessori lessons 
and experiences  

 As a public school, we are required by the 
CDE to maintain specific records regarding 
attendance, timeliness, tracking, and 
communication with parents to eliminate any 
concerns  

 As a charter, our public funding is solely based 
on attendance.   We appreciate your efforts to 
support our school budget by advising of 
independent study well in advance to allow 
guides time to prepare packets and for the 
school to capture the funding.   

 

 
TOUCH-a-TRUCK 
Come join us on September 12th from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for this hands on, family 
friendly event designed to give 
children an opportunity to see 
and touch their favorite things 
on wheels. 
This event is open to the 
public.  Please help us spread 
the word. 
 

 

 

 

ROWING WITH RIVER CREW… 
 
Our comprehensive camp programs provide a healthy 
combination of fun, mental stimulation, and physical 
recreation.   Registration forms are available on-line 
and in River Crew.   

Registration Deadline – September 10th 
 
Spanish Immersion ~ September 28th to October 2nd    
An unforgettable adventure in a safe, fun, full 
immersion environment.  Activities include indoor 
and outdoor exercises that involve Spanish music, 
song, dance, crafts, sports, games, art, cooking, 
workshops, and walks in our beautiful surroundings. 
 
Culinary Camp ~ October 5th to October 9th 
Roll up your sleeves, feel the dough between your 
fingers and get ready to slice and dice.  This hands on 
workshop focuses on cooking from scratch using 
fresh, seasonal ingredients and time tested culinary 
techniques.  
  

 
“Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed.” 

~ Maria Montessori 

http://www.rivermontessoricharter.org/calendars.html


WISHLIST 

Carpet squares/samples 
Dining room hutches 
Television cabinets 

Indoor trees and plants 
Outdoor tables and chairs 
Outdoor umbrella stands 

 
 

PARENT UNIVERISTY 
Montessori Journey 

Part One:  Friday, September 18th   6-8 p.m. 
Part Two:  Saturday, September 19th  8 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

R.S.V.P Required.  
Stop by the office for more details. 

 
 
CAR-LINE LOVE 
We are doing pretty well!  Thanks for all of your 
patience in getting up to speed (terrible pun!) on our 
car-line.  We have accomplished the goal of a safe 
dismissal for all of our students!   
 
Keep in mind that one key to an efficient car-line 
is not arriving early.  This incurs a log jam in cars and 
children needing to load. 
 
Keep in mind that the secret to a quick car-line is 
arriving at 3:10-3:14 p.m/12:10-12:14. There are 
significantly fewer cars at this time and it makes for 
very quick pick up!  
 

 
 
MONTESSORI 
MATTERS 
The Importance of 
Montessori Education 
Dr. Riane Eisler, best 
selling author and 
internationally 
acclaimed expert on 
human rights and 
human possibilities, 
offers and open letter to 
parents about the 
importance of 
Montessori Education. 

 
A Message from Dr. 
Riane Eisler, Author 
of Tomorrow’s 
Children & The 
Chalice and the Blade 
 
Much of my life has 
been devoted to an 
effort to understand 
and come to grips 
with the great 
questions that I raise 
in my book, 
Tomorrow’s 
Children: A Blueprint 
for Partnership Education in the 21st Century: 
 
• What is the meaning of our journey on this Earth? 
 
• What about us connects us with, and distinguishes us 
from, the rest of nature? 
 
• Why are some people violent and cruel? Why do 
some of us feel the need to hurt and kill? Is it simply 
human nature? Is that why violence seems to be 
infecting so many children? If so, why are some 
people caring and peaceful? What pushes us in one 
direction or another? 
 
• What are our ethical and moral responsibilities as 
human beings? What impels us to wonder about such 
things? 
 
Since time immemorial, people have sought answers 
to these kinds of questions through religion, 
philosophy, and the empirical method of investigation 
we call science. 
 
In my earlier book, The Chalice and the Blade, I 
attempted to show through specific evidence what 
Montessori educators know through their experience 
with children: that people are not inherently greedy, 
violent, or competitive, and that we are capable of 
living together in relative peace. I attempted to 
document that human beings actually did live in 
partnership and relative peace for tens of thousands of 
years. 
 

 
“Behind every young child who believes in himself, is a parent who believed FIRST.” 

~The Fresh Quotes 



As did 
Maria 
Montessori, 
I also came 
to the 
inevitable 
conclusion 
that in order 
to create a 
peaceful 
world, we 
must lay the 
foundation 
in our 

children, beginning when they are very young. 
 
Unfortunately, in many schools, children often feel 
powerless to change the course of their lives, much 
less the course of the world around them. Many 
become immersed in the materialism and self-
centeredness that permeates mass culture, futilely 
seeking meaning and belonging in the latest fad or 
commercial offering. 
 
Montessori schools around the world offer an 
alternative way to raise and educate young people that 
I call Partnership Education. It is designed not only to 
help them to better navigate through our difficult 
times, but also to help them create a future that is 
oriented more toward partnership, rather than the 
familiar form of interpersonal relationships that I call 
the dominator model. 
 
In the dominator model, relationships tend to be 
based on patterns of domination and submission. 
Most of us have observed, 
and perhaps experienced, the 
pain, fear, and tension of 
people who use coercion, 
jockey for control, or who 
try to manipulate and cajole 
when they are unable to 
express their real feelings. 
We can find this going on 
every day in the relationships 
within some families, 
classrooms, workplaces, and 
among nations or fanatical 
groups of ideologues. 
 

Thankfully, most of us have also experienced another 
way of being, one where we feel safe and seen for who 
we truly are, where our essential humanity and that of 
others shines through, perhaps only for a little while, 
lifting our hearts and spirits, enfolding us in a sense 
that the world can after all be right, that we are valued 
and valuable. Relationships like these are based on 
mutual respect, nonviolence, and a desire to work 
things out in a reasonable and equitable manner if at 
all possible. 
 
Although we may not use these terms (partnership 
and dominator), they do accurately describe the two 
extremes of the ways that people tend to organize 
their relationships, from the level of our families to 
our businesses, and even relationships among nations. 
While in real life things are rarely black or white, but 
rather shades of gray, we are all familiar with these 
two models from our own lives. 
 
The partnership and 
dominator models not only 
describe individual 
relationships. They also 
describe systems of belief and 
social structures that either 
nurture and support – or 
inhibit and undermine – 
equitable, democratic, 
nonviolent, and caring 
relations. Once we 
understand the partnership 
and dominator cultural, social, and personal 
configurations, we can more effectively develop 
human institutions that foster a less violent, more 
equitable, democratic, and sustainable future. 
 
Montessori schools are founded on the partnership 
model and encourage children to develop the ability to 
work together, think independently, and be 
empathetic and kind. As studies have shown, students 
in Montessori programs both tend to excel 
academically, they have exceptionally high levels of 
self-esteem and social and emotional maturity. 
 
Teaching Children To Recognize Human Possibilities 
 
Most schools give young people a false picture of 
what it means to be human. We tell them to be good 
and kind, nonviolent and giving. But on all sides they 

 



see and hear stories that portray us as bad, cruel, 
violent, and selfish. In the mass media, the focus of 
both action entertainment and news is on hurting and 
killing. Situation comedies make insensitivity, 
rudeness, and cruelty seem funny. Cartoons present 
violence as exciting, funny, and without real 
consequences. 
 
This holds up a distorted mirror of themselves to our 
youth. And rather than correcting this false image of 
what it means to be human, some aspects of our 
education reinforce it. 
 
In many schools, the history curriculum still 
emphasizes battles and wars. Western classics such as 
Homer’s Iliad and Shakespeare’s kings trilogy 
romanticize ‘heroic violence.’ Scientific stories tell 
children that we are the puppets of ‘selfish genes’ 
ruthlessly competing on the evolutionary stage. 
 
Montessori schools deliver a different message, even 
from early childhood. Here children are seen as 
complete human beings, and are encouraged to 
discover their own talents and voices. They learn at 
their own pace, and are challenged to focus their 
attention and energy on self-mastery, rather than 
besting their classmates. The goal is still to produce 
very well educated people, but the means by which 
this is achieved are much more empowering and 
respectful. 

 
One of the things that I admire about Montessori is 
that it offers children a much more balanced and 
positive view of history. Rather than glorify violence 
and conflict, Montessori schools help children to look 
at societies from the perspective of daily life, with an 

equal emphasis on the 
roles of women, who 
were, after all, anything 
but invisible and 
irrelevant, as well as the 
roles men played. 
Montessori students study 
the culture, cuisine, art, 
music, and great stories of 
past civilizations. Rather 
than pretend that bad 
things did not happen, 
they teach children to examine the evidence of 
celebration and kindness that did exist, along with the 
stories of not only warriors and kings, but of the 
people who made great contributions to social justice, 
scientific understanding, the arts and great literature, 
and the search for peace. 
 
Montessori schools also bring to light civilizations, 
past and present day, that have often been ignored, 
where social life flourished on a basis of partnership 
and celebration of life. One of my favorite examples 
of this is the study of Minoan Crete, a glorious 
civilization which was ultimately destroyed not by 
invasion and conquest, but by a series of earthquakes 
and natural disasters. 
 
It is interesting to consider why schools have 
continued to emphasize the themes of wars and 
domination in the history curriculum for so long. Not 
that they should be ignored, but why these 
experiences are often glorified seems illogical, if we all 
want peace on Earth. 
 
But think about it from this perspective. If human 
beings are inherently violent, bad, and selfish, we have 
to be strictly controlled. This is why stories that claim 
this is ‘human nature’ are central to an education for a 
dominator or control system of relationships. 
 
They are, however, inappropriate if young people are 
to learn to live in a democratic, peaceful, equitable, 
and Earth-honoring way: the partnership way urgently 
needed if today’s and tomorrow’s children are to have 
a better future – perhaps even a future at all. 
 
Children are impoverished when their vision of the 
future comes out of a dominator world-view. This 
world-view is our heritage from earlier societies which 

 



were structured around 
rankings of people who 
considered themselves 
‘superiors’ over their 
common and everyday 
‘inferiors.’ In these 
societies, violence and 
abuse were required to 
maintain rigid rankings of 
domination – whether man 
over woman, man over 
man, nation over nation, 
race over race, or religion 
over religion. 
 
Over the last several centuries we have seen many 
organized challenges to traditions of domination. 
These challenges are part of the movement toward a 
more equitable and caring partnership social structure 
worldwide. But at the same time, much in our 
education still reinforces what I call dominator 
socialization: a way of viewing the world and living in 
it that constricts young people’s perceptions of what is 
possible and even moral, keeping many of them 
locked into a perennial rebellion against what is 
without a real sense of what can be. 
 
Montessori education is one of the few educational 
approaches that has been so highly successful in giving 
children both a sound grasp of core knowledge, and 
the big picture of human history and human 
possibilities. 
 
The connections between my own ideas and Maria 
Montessori run deep. In my book, Tomorrow’s 
Children, I quote from Montessori’s works, and use 
the great themes in Montessori education, to illustrate 
many of the reforms that I have urged to transform 
the schools of today into the schools that we need for 
tomorrow’s children. 
 
Montessori education is about to celebrate its first one 
hundred years, and has proven to be not only highly 
effective, but more relevant and important today than 
ever before. With the challenges that we face as 
human beings – social, environmental, and 
international – I am not aware of any other 
educational system that provides such a clearly defined 
overarching plan for preparing teachers to implement 

partnership education, along 
with the curriculum needed to 
support it. 
 
I earnestly hope that as 
parents, you can appreciate the 
value of the education that you 
have chosen for them by 
sending them to a Montessori 
school. There they will absorb 
critical life skills and values 
that will serve them well down 
through the years. 
 
 

 
UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
 

September 11th at 1 p.m. 
October 15th at 5:30 p.m. 

November 20th at 1:00 p.m. 
December 8th at 5:30 p.m. 

January 8th at 1 p.m. 
February 9th at 5:30 p.m. 
March 11th at 1:00 p.m. 
April 12th at 5:30 p.m. 
May 10th at 5:30 p.m. 
June 28th at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Board Hosted Community Forum 

October 15th at 7 – 8 p.m. 
 
 
RECIPE FOR SCHOOL DAY SUCCESS 
1)Enough Sleep.  
It's more than you think! 11-12 hours per night for children 
ages 3-6 and 10-11 hours per night for 7-12 year olds.) 
2)Nourishing Breakfast.  
3)Peaceful Morning Routines. 
4)On-time Arrivals to School. 
5) Nutritious Lunch. 
6) Let them tell you about things.   
 (Provide a free time, look in their eyes, be patient, validate 
when something is offered, and don't interrogate!) 
7) Quiet and Peaceful Bedtime Routines. 
8) Early to bed! 
 
Mix slowly and consistently for best results. The 
longer you mix, the better the yield! 
 
 

 



RIVER MONTESSORI FOUNDATION NEWS  
 

The River Montessori Foundation is off to a 
phenomenal start with both fundraising and 
community building for the 2015-16 school year! We 
started our fundraising efforts 
for the school year before the 
first day of school. With the 
help of several new and 
returning River families, the 
River Montessori Foundation 
began our fundraising year by 
raising nearly $3,800 through 
manning the parking lot at this 
year's Rivertown Revival. Best 
of all, several River students and 
alumni served as the perfect 
ambassadors for our school by 
greeting people in their cars, 
handling money and directing 
traffic. Deep gratitude to all the 
River parents, students and alumni who gave up two 
hours or more to help make this event a huge success! 
And special thanks to Tammy, Jerome, Ava and 
Griffin Cleland for once again taking the lead on this 
fun and fruitful day. 
 
The Back-to-School BBQ and Dessert Auction was 
also a great success. It was great to meet and 
reconnect with both new and returning families for a 
day of fun, food and fundraising. True to the 
Montessori method, River students ran the Dessert 
Auction and raised nearly $1,000 in the process.  
Thank you to ALL the families who so generously 
donated their time and baking talent! And, good news 
for River families! At carline pick up on Wednesday, 
September 23 (the last day of school before the fall 
break), the Foundation will be selling the uber popular 

and delicious chocolate 
chunk cookies courtesy 
of the Stubblefield 
Family! For just $5, you 
will get two large AND 
delicious home-baked 
chocolate chunk 
cookies. You do not 
want to miss it; as 
several families who 
were lucky enough to 
win cookies at the 
auction can attest, they 

are THAT good. Look for details on how to order 
and other fun surprises in an upcoming Foundation 
email Flash. 
 
The River Montessori Charter School Annual Fund is 

off to a robust start as well. Thanks 
to the generous and ongoing 
support of families within the 
RMCS community, the Annual 
Fund has raised an impressive 
$13,590 to date, which is 21% of 
our $65,000 fundraising goal for the 
2015-16 school year. If you have yet 
to make your pledge to the 2015-16 
Annual Fund, please consider 
donating today. Donations are tax-
deductible and can be made directly 
through the "Give" section located 
in the Foundation area of the school 
Web site. Donations are accepted 
anytime throughout the year, please 

see the Web site for more information! 
 
Our first official Foundation meeting took place 
earlier this month. Thank you to everyone who took 
the time out of a busy Friday to hear about 
Foundation initiatives and offer ideas. Foundation 
meetings generally take place the third Friday morning 
of the month and are held in the River Crew room. All 
are welcome and encouraged to attend! If you cannot 
attend but would like to be involved or have ideas, 
please drop us an email 
at foundation@rivermontessoricharter.org. And don't 
forget to read the weekly Foundation Flash emails, 
which includes all the news from the Foundation you 
need to know for the upcoming week and beyond!  
 
 
 

 

mailto:foundation@rivermontessoricharter.org


WITH GRATITUDE… 
 
Ingrid Alverde for volunteering in Tuolumne. 
 
Amy Atchley and Jessica Holten for reading with 
Ellis Creek. 

 
Becky Kreutz, Melissa Franks, and Courtney 
Wolfe for taking leadership roles in the Foundation. 
 
Eden Belov, Elizabeth Berkowitz, Julie Compton, 
Denise Garcia, Beth Lawrence, Sara Ramirez, 
cooking with their Upper Elementary students. 
 
Lorena Fernandez Fernandez and Eva 
Covarrubias for help translating documents into 
Spanish. 
 
Melissa Franks for organizing the pizza and wrap 
lunches. 
 
Megin Hallinan for making classroom materials and 
volunteering in Kaweah. 
 
Heather Hartley for organizing Klamath’s PE. 
 
Sarah Koenig and Rama Mejia for volunteering in 
Kaweah. 
 
The Mejia’s for Buttercup’s new hutch. 
 
Scott Nielsen for helping with our many computer 
projects. 
 
Karen Orlandi & Tamara Norman for working 
tirelessly in the garden. 
 

Shamitri Perera, Elizabeth Berkowitz, and Eden 
Belov for organizing art in Yuba. 
 
Celso Puch for assembling our many new shelves. 
 
The Reinheimer’s for donating the Bettas and fish 
tanks to Ellis Creek. 
 
Steve Teijeiro for the many painting projects over the 
summer. 
 
Dana Wade and Danielle Orthwien for overseeing 
our first pizza Monday. 
 
RMCS Families ~ A special thank you for all of your 
generous donations of schools supplies!   
 
RMCS Alumni for cleaning, making materials, and 
volunteering in the classroom. 
 
River Montessori Foundation and countless parent 
volunteers for organizing our wonderful back to 
school BBQ and dessert auction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


