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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

 

Dear River Montessori Families, 
 
May, already?  So little time left that leaves many of us 
wondering, “Where did the year go?” It is hard not to 
be reflective at this time of the school year as the 
children have grown so very much.  Physically, 
emotionally, socially, and, of course, academically, they 
look and sound so different from their first days of 
our school year together.  We are honored to offer an 
authentic Montessori school for our students to learn 
and develop themselves and it’s been another great 
year of accomplishments for RMCS! 
 
Growth and learning has been particularly apparent in 
our beautiful new Transitional 
Kindergarten/Kindergarten classroom!   The launch 
of this program ensures the offering of public 
Montessori for all families and provides a solid 
foundation for our students before heading into their 
elementary plane of development.  Our inaugural 
families welcomed our program sight unseen and over 
the year have consistently embraced the Montessori 
philosophy, volunteered with great dedication, and 
have been an enthusiastic group of leaders in helping 
establish a warm, positive, and collaborative 
community!    
 
The first year of CAASPP was a success in 
establishing a baseline for students in a peaceful, non-
stressful, and yet accomplished manner.  Our 
community plays a unique role in the testing 
conversation as we embrace the concept that 
academic excellence can best be achieved with 
interdisciplinary personal development. 

Our families and The River Montessori Foundation have 
demonstrated, once again, that there is myriad support 
for our school in participation, funds, and in-kind 
donations!  Many fun events for families, a grand 
$75K to the school this year helping to cover the costs 
of having assistants in our classrooms, and an 
unending supply of whatever is needed to help the 
children and classrooms every day. 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
1st     The Kapok Tree - Kaweah 
         YLP Presentations - Level 6 
 

2nd     Grand Fondo 
 

4th - 7th   
        YLP Presentations - Level 6 
        CAASPP Testing - Level 3 
 

8th     YLP Parent Presentations 6:30 - 9 p.m. 
 

11th – 12th  
         CCSS testing – Upper Elmentary 
 

12th   BOD meeting 5:30 p.m.  
 

13th - 15th   
 

         AstroCamp -  Level 6 
14th    Physical Fitness Test – Level 5 
 

18th    CalAcademy Field Trip - Kaweah & Tuolumne 
 

18th - 20th   
          Wolf Camp - Level 5 
          Marin Headlands - Level 4 
 

19th    LCAP meeting 5 p.m.   
          Community Conversation 6-7 p.m. (RSVP Required.) 
 

26th    Parent Presentations - Upper Elementary 
 

27th    Park Day 
 

28th    Promotion Ceremony 6:30 p.m.  
 

29th    Last Day of School 
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And last, but 
not least, let’s 
acknowledge 
the labor of 
love that 
guides our 
faculty and 
staff!  Our 
community of 
professionals 

and families have collaborated yet again to support 
our students in their growth!   
 
Our goals in a Montessori community are sublime— 
high expectations, faith in each child to meet their 
potential, and the dynamic interaction of student, 
guide, and Montessori didactics, ensure a very 
accomplished and academically adept child.    
However, it is our commitment to the development of 
the whole child— a global-thinking, self-evolved, 
more-than-capable, confident, compassionate, and 
motivated individual that makes our school unique.  
Montessori says it best…  
 
We do not want complacent pupils, but eager ones; we seek to sow life 
in the child rather than theories, to help him in his growth, mental 
and emotional as well as physical, and for that we must offer grand 
and lofty ideas to the human mind, which we find ever ready to receive 
them, demanding more and more… 
If imagination be educated merely by fairy tales, at most the pleasure it 
gives will be continued later in novel reading, but we should never so 
limit is education.  A mind that is habituated to seek pleasure only in 
fantastic tales slowly but surely becomes lazy, incapable of nobler 
occupations.  In social life we find too many examples of this sloth of 
mind, people caring only to be well-dressed, gossip with friends and go 
to the cinema.  Their intelligence 
is hopelessly buried under barriers 
which cannot now be removed.  
Their interest becomes narrow, till 
it is centered round the petty self, 
excluding the wonders of the world 
and sympathy with suffering 
humanity. 
—Dr. Maria Montessori, To 

Educate the Human 
Potential, 1948   

 
That last part gets me 
every time; the wonders of the 
world and sympathy with 
suffering humanity.  Our 
children are creating the future; they will resolve the 
things left undone by us.  Isn’t it beautiful work we 

have as parents and teachers to provide our children 
with opportunities to develop themselves for this 
responsibility? 
 
It is our privilege to support your children in their 
growth and as we move through our last month of the 
year together, let’s take advantage of the opportunities 
to say thank you to each other… guides and assistants 
for helping children in the classroom, office staff for 
ensuring a smooth running school, and to the ever-
flowing and benevolent energy of our students, 
families, and synergistic community at RMCS! 
 
Peace, peace, 
Kelly 

 

LCAP 
Meetings 
The new 
Local 
Control 
Funding 
Formula 
calls for 
annual 
goals to 
meet state 
priorities and we’d love your feedback.  Please join us 
on May 19, 2015 at 5 p.m. to learn about what we 
have drafted and to share your thoughts!   
 
The LCAP is required to identify goals and measure 
progress for student subgroups across multiple 
performance indicators. 
 
 

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION  
    ~Last one of the year! 

 
Community Conversations are monthly discussions for 
parents, guardians, staff, and the occasional expert to 
take time to talk candidly, reflect, and support each 
other with child development, Montessori philosophy, 
and helping a child in growth and learning.  RSVP is 
required- please let us know if you can join us! 
 
May 19, 2015, 5 – 6 p.m.   Wholehearted Parenting 
 

*Registration (for the event and River Crew) must be 

received at least 24 hours in advance to reserve your 

space.  

 

 



INTERNATIONAL DAY 

International 
Family 
Festival~  
A Great launch!   
 
Twenty-five 
families helped 
to create our 
first annual 
International 

Family Festival!  Many, many thanks to all of our 
families for the delicious food, tables full of cultural 
items, artifacts, history, and meaningful illustrations of 
life in a country.   
 

Thank you!  Gracias!  Merci!  Dankjewel! 
Danke! go raibh maith agat! 

감사합니다!  Dziękuję! Obrigado! 
 

Yaneli and Family, Wilfido and Family, Kevin 
Hernandez de la Cruz and Family, Pamela and Family, 
Lucas and Family, Enrique and Sofia and Family, 
Griffin and family, Diego and Family, Eli and Family, 
Claire and Adam and the Family, Finn and Family, Eli 
and Family, Caleb and Family, Rayan and Family, 
Ollie and Family, Thomas and Lena,  Finnuala and 
Family, 
Ruby and 
Family, 
Megan and 
Family, 
Aron and 
Family, 
Alison and 
Family, The 
Fones 
Family, 
Zachary and Family, The Baird Family, the 
Zimmermans, and the Mannions. 
 

PARKING 

Please remember to 

park in front of the 

office or on the street 

when visiting RMCS.  

The spots on the east 

side of the parking lot 

are reserved for Cypress 

Primary School.  Thank you for helping us be good 

neighbors. 

 
May 4 to 10 is Screen Free Week.   

Resources here:  http://www.screenfree.org. 
 

 

 

Earth Day Faire  
by Marta Estrada 

 

Preparing for the Earth 

Day Faire was a long 

process.  First we had 

to figure out who our 

partners were, what our 

company was going to 

be called, and what we 

were making.  Then we did a lot of paperwork.  

After that, we had to start making our product.  If 

you were doing a food, you didn’t make it until the 

night before or the day before.  If you were making 

anything else, you made it roughly two weeks 

before the Faire. 

 

The Faire 

When the 

day arrived, 

you packed 

up all your 

stuff in your 

car and 

drove to 

school.  

When you 

got there, 

the multi 

(multi-

purpose 

room) was packed and loud.  You found your spot 

and unpacked.  Then you hoped for the best.  During 

the Faire, you sold your stuff to everybody there and 

also bought stuff yourself.  When the faire was 

done, you gave your money box to Beth. 

 

Reconciliation 

The day after the Faire was Reconciliation Day, 

when you counted up all your money.  At the end of 

reconciliation, we found out we made approximately 

$1300.  

 

 

 

http://www.screenfree.org./


Earth Day, the Faire 
by Emma Churchill 

 

In the beginning of the Earth day Fair, noise is 

buzzing and people are fretting over their stalls.  

They decide last minute pieces and organize their 

project.  The prices are the highest and the best is 

put forward.  When the time has come for shopping, 

the noise only gets louder as people call for you to 

buy their product.  There are all kinds of goods; 

waffles and muffins to hairclips and painted stones. 

 

When the Lower Elementary come, they gawk at the 

items and gobble down cupcakes and smoothies.  

The sellers smile and chat while waiting for their 

next customers.  The smaller children giggle and 

buy magic rings and wands or clay animals.  Fake 

flowers and bows attached to bobby pins adorn their 

hair.  Feathers flutter and beads swing from clips. 

 

When the parents arrive, they are greeted with tired, 

smiling faces.  Lemonade is welcome and home-

made lotion is handy.  At the end of a long day, it is 

time to clean up and every one goes home satisfied. 

PRINCIPAL FOR 
A DAY 

River was lucky 
enough to have a 
very special Principal 
for a day -second 
year student, 
Rebecca. 

The smile never left her face as she attended to some 
very important work including creating a student 
survey, conducting class observations, creating a peace 
work that she titled "Welcome a new friend," and 
attending to the never ending paperwork that comes 
with the job. When asked what she wanted to become 
when she is older, she responded, "A Montessori 
school principal." 

Great job today, Rebecca. Give us a call when you are 
ready. We will have a position waiting for you. 

WISH LIST  
 
Thank you for all of your generosity!  
We hope that moving things on to 
RMCS helps with a bit of your 
repurposing and re-using, we are 
always grateful for hand me downs!   
If you are spring cleaning, here’s what we are currently 
hoping will make it our way… 
 

A wooden park bench 

Real child-sized kitchenware- pitchers, creamers, 
bowls, cutlery, utensils, glasses, vases, tools 

Sewing remnants, yarn, embroidery thread 

Outdoor Shed/Storage 

Bookshelves 

Dining Hutches 

Coffee Tables 

Free standing basketball hoops 

Large Area rugs 

Patio Furniture 

Patio umbrellas 

 

 

 

ROWING WITH RIVER CREW… 
Because of low participation over the last three years, we 

will not be running a summer River Crew 

program.  There are some many great programs that run 

outside of the school.  We hope with this advance 

notice, you will be able to find a summer program 

tailored to your child’s interests.  As you begin your 

search, you may want to check 

out:  http://www.sonomafamilylife.com/petaluma-

summer-camp-fair. 

 

 

http://www.sonomafamilylife.com/petaluma-summer-camp-fair
http://www.sonomafamilylife.com/petaluma-summer-camp-fair


COMMUNTIY ACTION 
 
We are always happy to hear 
about River students doing 
good deeds in the community. 
Our hearts were particularly 
warmed when Sonoma 
County Sheriff, Chris Taylor, 
showed up at River to 
recognize River student, Jake, 
for his outstanding citizenship. 
Jake and his family stopped 
Sheriff Taylor last week to 
present him with a thank you 
note for his service to the 
public. Sheriff Taylor was so 
impressed with Jake, he just had to stop by the school 
and let us know. Thanks Jake for setting such a great 
example and thanks to Sheriff Taylor for his visit to 
Jake's classroom! 
 

 

 

MONTESSORI MATTERS 

TV Or Not TV, Is that The Question? 
Written by Maren Schmidt on April 18th, 2015 

All man’s miseries derive from not being able to sit quietly in a 
room alone. ~ Blaise Pascal (1623 -1662) 

“I can tell you exactly the year that my students 
changed,” my college professor told our class in the 
1970’s. “I’d ask a question and nobody made any 
attempt to answer it. They thought they were watching 
TV. My students expected me to give them the 
answer.” 

And so it goes. 

Today our children are more tuned in than ever to 
TV, DVD’s, video games, computers, text messaging 
cell phones, and personal music devices. 

What have they tuned out? 

Silence and the ability to listen to themselves. 

During our children’s day, when do they have quiet 
time to think their own thoughts and reflect on their 
own lives? 

How can we help our children unplug from other 
people’s voices and dramas, and tap into listening to 

their own voices? 

Be the adult in 
charge. Use common sense 
rules and keep television and 
computers out of bedrooms. 
Keep computers in common 
areas so that the screens are 
easy to monitor. Make rules 
limiting phone and other 
devices. Do our six-years-
olds really need cell phones? 

Use low-tech devices to 
engage your children. Jig saw puzzles, reading books 
out loud, cooking, after dinner walks, model building, 
crossword puzzles, sudoku—all these can help your 
child and you unplug and engage in interpersonal and 
intrapersonal communication. 

Take a vacation from electronics. Have a “power 
outage” at your house one evening a month. Sit 
around the fire or in the yard to watch fireflies. Play 
charades, board games or cards games by candlelight. 
Fix a special snack and enjoy each other’s company. 

Turn off your TV for a week. May 4 to 10 is Screen 
Free Week. If your power outage night was a success, 
think about unplugging for a week. Coordinate with 
few friends or neighbors to plan some group activities 
that don’t involve television, computers, or video 
games. 

 

http://marenschmidt.com/author/maren/


A twenty-year study on the qualities associated with 
success suggests that certain personal attributes 
contribute to one’s sense of achievement. Success was 
defined as having the following qualities: 

 Positive family relations, 
 Good friends, 
 Being loved, 
 Self-approval, 
 Job satisfaction, 
 Physical and mental health, 
 Financial comfort, 
 Spiritual contentment, and 
 An overall sense of meaning to one’s life. 

The qualities that contribute to the 
richness of life were listed as: 

 Self-awareness, 
 Being proactive, 
 Perseverance, 
 Goal-setting, 
 Effective support systems, 

and 
 Emotional coping strategies. 

Do our children’s plugged in 
devices contribute to the building of these qualities? 

The research also suggests that these characteristics 
may influence success and self-fulfillment more than 
such factors as academic performance, gender, socio-
economic status, ethnicity, and IQ (intelligence 
quotient). 

Our children need peace and quiet to think their own 
thoughts and to learn to enjoy being with the person  

they’ll live with all their lives—the person in the 
mirror. 

Our children need time with family and friends to 
build life-long positive relationships. 

Let’s be sure our children, tempted with a variety of 
electronic media, are not tuning out the ability to love 
their lives. 

For more information about unplugging, 
visit http://www.screenfree.org. 

 

BOARD BANTER 

 
Dear River Community: 
 
It is with mixed emotion and excitement, that I write 
our last entry for the family newsletter for the 2014-15 
school year. Your children/students are another year 
older and progressing across their Montessori 
education. We congratulate those students promoting 
into middle school, your good-bye will become a 
milestone, as you’re the first promoting class that has 
advanced from lower elementary through our entire 
curriculum! 
 

As you know the board meets 
monthly and feels fulfilled in 
completing many agenda items 
from our strategic plan this year. 
Thanks to our administration, we 
have program that has forged a 
new path with Old Adobe School 
District and are underway with a 
new five year charter.  
 
Additionally, as you know we 
met last February during our 

retreat and vowed to become more integrally involved 
with the Foundation as community partners. We 
attended the April event and are very impressed with 
their ongoing dedication to our school! We 
strategically align to continue to connect with public 
forums that will further our cause as an organization 
that strives to be truly community oriented. Finally, as 
an operation, our administration has streamlined many 
policies and procedures and through the front office, 
we provide intention to continue strengthening this 
approach.  
 
On behalf of the governing board, I thank the 
students, and families for your ongoing trust of us 
with your most precious commodity. We wish 
everyone a fun filled summer break. We look forward 
to seeing you to begin the next school year in late July! 
 
Cordially, 
 
Dr. Norman Lorenz 
Chair, River Montessori Charter School Governing 
Board 

 

 

Kaweah's Great Kapok Tree 

http://www.screenfree.org./


Do you know someone who might enjoy serving our Montessori 
public charter school and make a good community member for 
our board?  Please let us know!   

 
 

 

VOLUNTEERING 
 
Thanks to you, our 
dedicated volunteers, this 
year has been another 
year of inspired 
collaboration!   We will 
be busy over the summer 
preparing for the 2015-16 

school year with painting, prepping, 
organizing/cleaning out, gardening/landscaping, and 
taking care of business and our campus in many 
ways…please let us know if you’d like to help; we’d 
love to have you join us in the fun! 
 
Thanks, thanks, thanks! 
 

 
 

 

RIVER MONTESSORI 

FOUNDATION NEWS  

 
On the behalf of the Foundation Board 
Members, please accept our most sincere 
thanks to all of the parent volunteers, staff 
and faculty of RMCS for your support 
throughout the year.  Due to everyone's 
efforts and generosity we were successful 
in surpassing our Bridge Fund goal of 
$65,000!  
 
The 2014-15 Foundation looks back at this 
school year proud of our accomplishments 
in not only fundraising but also in the steps 
we have taken towards communication and 
building our RMCS community. We look forward to 
the 2015-16 school year and all the growth and 
enrichment that the incoming Foundation Board will 
achieve! 
 
With much gratitude,  
the 2014-15 River Montessori Foundation Board. 
 

 

 

CAASPP NEWS 

 
Well, we’re almost finished with CAASPP!  Lower 
Elementary is up next and we have found that the 
children are managing well the work with the novelty 
and peaceful delivery of these new state tests.  Results 
are expected to 
be returned to 
school quickly, 
hopefully by the 
end June and 
certainly of by 
end of summer.  
We await news 
from the state as 
they implement 
this new system.  Of course we will keep you posted!    

 

WITH GRATITUDE… 
 
Karen and Sam Orlandi, and Sam’s Grandmother, 
Carol Ponting for weekly weekend care of our 
beautiful and growing garden and enlivening the front 
peace garden! 
 

The many families who helped launch 
our First Annual International Family 
Festival!  (Please see page 3 for more 
information.) 
 
Ruby Frederick and Family for 
donating the karaoke won at the 
RMCS Auction to River Crew and the 
Sixth Year Sleepover.  
 
Guides and staff for their wonderful 
Donations to the auction! 
 
Eden Belov, Nancy Feldstein, 
Javier Alverde, Julie Compton, 

Becky Kreutz and all who helped plan, host, and 
enjoy another great Auction! 
 
Julie Compton, Nancy 
Feldstein, and Adam 
Berkowitz for coordinating 
the children’s energies for a 
vibrant Variety Show!   
 

   



Karen Orlandi and Megin Hallinan for a garden-
plants pick up trip and lots of enthusiasm, time, and 
thoughtfulness for our garden. 
 
Thank you for all who donated making our Schoola 
Fundraiser a great success. 
 

 
Thank you Laura Adair, Dana Adams, Erin Ayers, 
Lisa Baird, Joshua Barnett, Eden Belov, 
Elizabeth Berkowitz, Maureen Buckley, Julie 
Compton, Lacey Currie, Nancy Feldstein, Lorena 
Fernandez, Ping Flynn, Jen Friesen, Leslie 
Frederick, Aja and Dan Gianola-Norris, Betsy 
Hall, Megin Hallinan, Heather Hartley, Renee 
Hamley, Ginny Hautau, Elizabeth Huang, Kecia 
Kaiser, Becky Kreutz, Betty Li, Amy and Henry 
Loh, Rama and Ruben Mejia, Dee  and Tristan 
Christensen McElroy, Karen Orlandi, Sara 
Peraca, Shamitri Perera, Celso Puch, Liz Rantissi, 
Maria Rodriguez, Alexa Rose, Salma Santorineos, 
Katheryn Schmidt, Jessica Smith, Paulina 
Telderer, Deb Volat, Monica Trujillo, Dana 
Wade, Courtney Wolfe, and Elizabeth Wylie for 
volunteering at RMCS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge thank you goes out to Steven Cozza for 
joining River students for morning gathering. He was 
able to share his story and get the children excited 
about the Petaluma Kids Gran Fondo. We are excited 
to be part of this amazing event. Thanks Steven!! 

 

 


